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or @ew Panel Ge®~ 
CIA File Issue 


Associated Presa 


Senate leaders have left 
it to the new intelligence 
committee to decide wheth- 
er the CIA should be al- 
lowed to destroy its files on 
its past misdeeds. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Mike Mansfield and Minor- 
ity Leader Hugh Scott said 
yesterday they would leave 
the question of the CIA files 
in the hands of the newly 
created committee. 


CIA Director George 


Bush wrote to Mansfield. 


and Scott to tell them. he 
planned to destroy the files 
now that congressional 
investigations into allega- 
tions of improper conduct 
had been completed. 


MANSFIELD AND Scott 
were the ones who had 
' asked the CIA to save the 
files while Congress was 
investigating the allged 
misdeeds. Co, 

Although the files are no 
longer needed for congres- 
sional investigations, many 
of the same documents are 
the subject of pending court 
eases involving the CIA’s 
mail-opening program, a8 
well as the illegal domestic 
spying on American citi- 


zens. 
Meanwhile, the heads of. 


two subcommittee have 
urged Bush not to destroy 
the material. 
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. the files. 


government — past as well 


Rep. Bella Abzug D-N.Y. 
who chairs the House gov- 
ernment information sub- 
committee wrote Bush and 
said, “I urge you to rethink. 
your request and withdraw 
it.”” , , 


REP. ABZUG told Bush, 
“Your request presumably - 
would include files and 
records relating to assassi- 
nations of foreign jeaders 
and other matters which 
may be of continuing inter- 
est to various congressional 
committees. ; 

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D- 
Mass., chairman of the Sen- 
ate administrative practice - 
and procedure subcommit- ° 
tee, also wrote to Bush and 
said, ‘I urge you to defer 
any such planned destruc- 
tion for the foreseeable fu- 
ture.” ; 

Kennedy called it incon- 
ceivable that the CIA lacks 
the storage capacity to keep 


“In light of the continuing 
interest of the Congress and 
the public in the intelli- 
gence activities of 


as future — I therefore re- 
quest that the propesed 
document destruction not 
be carried out until the 
many congressional com- 
mittees with an interest in - 
this area have been heard 
on the matter,” Kennedy 
wrote. ; 
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